its news, as others  do  that  of the  real  world. Sometimes he was delighted at the grand match he had planned for his hero; but often affairs did not go so weU, and perhaps  it  would give   him much anxious thought to  marry his heroine suitably, as it was necessary to find her  a husband in her own set,  and this   might be   difficult   to arrange.    When   asked   about   the   past   of   one of his creations, he replied gravely that he " had not been   acquainted with   Monsieur   de   Jordy before he came to Nemours," but added that, if his questioner were anxious to know, he would try to find out.    He had many   fancies  about   names, declaring that those which are  invented do   not give life to imaginary beings, whereas those really borne   by some one endow them  with   vitality. Leon Gozlan says that he was dragged by Balzac half over Paris in search of a suitable name for the hero of a story to be published in the Revue Parwcnnc.     After   they   had   trudged   through scores of streets in vain, Balzac, to his intense joy, discovered "Marcus" over a small tailor's shop, to which he added, as «a flame, a plume,  a star," toe initial Z.   Z. Marcas conveyed to him the idea « a great, though unknown, philosopher, poet, or
